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Newspapers
During this presentation, I will use articles from:	


- The Washington Post (4 articles)	

- The Washington Times (2 articles)	

- The New York Times (2 articles)	

- The Dallas News (1 article)	

- The Chicago Tribune (1 article)	

- The Guardian (1 article)	

- The Independent (1 article)
Dates: From November 21st to November 29th.

My Outline
My presentation will be divided into 3 main parts:	


‣ I. A threatened democratic tool.	

‣ II. «Enough is enough!»: the turning point
(November 21st 2013).	


‣ III. The end of bipartisanship?

Introduction

Introduction
«The chief job of the House
of Representatives is to
represent the interests of
the people—those
American citizens that vote
and elect each
representative. Compare
this to the role of the
Senate: to represent the
interests of each state.»
http://congressbase.com

Introduction
The House of Representatives seats chart:	

!
!

The Senate seats chart:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/election-map-2012/senate/

Introduction
What is a FILIBUSTER?	

«It’s when a senator, or group of senators,
attempts to block or delay action on a bill or
nominee under consideration in the Senate.	

In order to stop the filibuster, Senate leaders
can invoke a procedure called cloture.»
This is what happened in the Senate Thursday, and what it means for the future.
WASHINGTON POST, Ed O’Keefe, November 21st 2013

Introduction
What is RULE XXII?	

«In 1917, senators adopted a rule (Rule 22)[...] that
allowed the Senate to end a debate with a two-thirds
majority vote, a device known as "cloture."»
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Filibuster_Cloture.htm

«The number of votes required for cloture was reduced
from two-thirds to three-fifths, or 60 senators in 1975»
This is what happened in the Senate Thursday, and what it means for the future.
WASHINGTON POST, Ed O’Keefe, November 21st 2013

I. A Threatened
Democratic Tool

I. A Threatened
Democratic Tool
«The ability to filibuster legislation in the Senate is by
far the strongest tool for the minority in government
today.»
Harry Reid’s ‘nuclear option’ may clear way for action on legislative filibuster.
THE GUARDIAN, Jim Newell, November 21st 2013

➡ Party leaders want to protect that right.	

➡ They don’t want a supermajority to rule the Senate.

I. A Threatened
Democratic Tool
«Occasionally over the last decade [...] the majority
has threatened majority-vote changes to the rules to
weaken the filibuster»
«Typically a «gang» of bipartisan senators [...] would
come together at the last minute to strike a gentlemen’s
agreement on moving forward with stalled
nominations»
Harry Reid’s ‘nuclear option’ may clear way for action on legislative filibuster.
THE GUARDIAN, Jim Newell, November 21st 2013

I. A Threatened
Democratic Tool
!

➡ May 2005:	

Democrats (minority) blocked the nomination of
President G. Bush’s judicial nominees. Republicans
want to change the filibuster rules. 	

Creation of the «Gang of 14».	


➡ February 2010:	

Some Democrats wanted to eliminate the filibuster,
but Sen. Harry M. Reid (D) wouldn’t let them.	


I. A Threatened
Democratic Tool
!

➡ November 2012:	

Sen. Reid (D) wants to eliminate the filibuster vote.
A few months later (Jan. 2013) a bipartisan
compromise is settled between Reid (D) and Sen.
McConnell (R).	

➡ July 2013:	

Serious attempt from the Democrats to change the
rules of the filibuster. Ends up with another
bipartisan agreement.	


II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
The Filibuster’s Power to Block Nominees

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/11/21/us/politics/senate-filibusters.html?ref=politics

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
«Today Democrats and
Independents are saying
enough is enough.»
Sen. Harry Reid (D - Majority Leader)	

November 21st 2013

➡ Note: Sen. Reid and
Sen. Obama (now Pst)
were both in favour of
filibusters

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
Thursday, November 21st 2013

«The Senate took a historic turn Thursday by eliminating
filibusters for most presidential nominations and in doing
so severely limited what the Republican minority can do.»
This is what happened in the Senate Thursday, and what it means for the future.
WASHINGTON POST, Ed O’Keefe, November 21st 2013

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
Why & how the reform was voted:	

‣ Democrats angry with Republicans’ abuse of
filibusters. They want to nominate their judges to
defend women’s rights (abortion) for instance.	


‣ The Constitution allows the House and Senate to
set their own rules (apart from 5 requirements for
Senate supermajorities).	


‣ Democrats used the «nuclear option».	

‣ Results: 52 (50 D + 2 I) / 48 (45 R + 3 D)

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
What is the «NUCLEAR OPTION»?	

«A simple majority vote [...] used only for relatively minor
procedural changes to how amendments were handled,
[but] never to eliminate the supermajority requirement.»	

«What made the day so historic for senators [...] was the
simple majority vote to execute the changes - a tactic so
extreme it is known as the ‘nuclear option’».
Reid, Democrats trigger ‘nuclear’ option; eliminate most filibusters on nominees.
WASHINGTON POST, Paul Kane, November 21st 2013

II. ‘Enough Is Enough’:
The Turning Point
President Obama’s reaction to the reform:
«On Thursday, Mr Obama backed Senate Democrats’
ending the use of filibusters on nominees.»
White House changes tune on judge standoff, backs Senate Dem’s filibuster move.
WASHINGTON TIMES, Dave Boyer, November 21st 2013

«Over the six decades before I took office, only 20
presidential nominees to executive positions had to
overcome filibusters. In just under five years since I took
office, nearly 30 nominees have been treated this way.»
«So the vote today I think is an indication that a majority of
senators believe, as I believe, that enough is enough.»
President Obama’s remarks on filibuster changes. Nov. 21st

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?
Sen. Mitch McConnell’s (minority leader) reaction:
«‘It’s a sad day in the history of the Senate,’ McConnell told
reporters, calling the move a Democratic ‘power grab’.»
Reid, Democrats trigger ‘nuclear’ option; eliminate most filibusters on nominees.
WASHINGTON POST, Paul Kane, November 21st 2013

«‘[Democrats] are in panic about Obamacare. The majority
leader is desperately trying to change the subject,’ said Sen.
Mitch McConnell, Kentucky Republican.»
Democrats trigger ‘nuclear option’ to eliminate many filibusters.
WASHINGTON TIMES, Stephen Dinan, November 21st 2013

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?
«Mistake» a repeated word...
«‘Democrats won’t be in power in perpetuity’ said Sen.
Richard C. Shelby (Ala.) [...] ‘This is a mistake - a big one
for the long run.’ [...] ‘I think it changes the Senate
tremendously in a bad way’.»
Reid, Democrats trigger ‘nuclear’ option; eliminate most filibusters on nominees.
WASHINGTON POST, Paul Kane, November 21st 2013

«They made a profound mistake on Thursday.»

The danger of the Senate’s filibuster vote. 	

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, November 22nd 2013

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?
Can a minority still counter a majority’s actions?
➡ They can still use filibusters.	


➡ They can use the «blue slip rule»:	

«Under the prerogative, both home-state senators must
sign off a blue slip allowing a confirmation hearing for
a nominee.»	

«Kathryn Ruemmler, the White House counsel, said in
an interview ‘The blue slip rule for judges has been
more problematic than the filibuster, in part because it
is a silent, unaccountable veto.’»

Despite Filibuster Limits, a Door Remains Open to Block Judge Nominees. 	

THE NEW YORK TIMES, Charlie Savage, November 28th 2013

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?
How the American people see their government:
«If the public is begging for anything, it’s for Congress to
stand down from partisan enmity. Instead, Capitol Hill has
gone to war.»

The danger of the Senate’s filibuster vote. 	

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, November 22nd 2013

«The primary issue is not who’s right and who’s wrong. The
skirmishing over Senate rules is a symptom of a larger
problem. [...] The politics of loathing continues to dominate
Washington.»
William McKenzie: Stop the politics of loathing.	

DALLAS NEWS, William McKenzie, November 25th 2013

III. The End Of
Bipartisanship?
The rise of the Republican Party?
«President Obama’s poll numbers are at record lows.»	

«The rocky rollout of the Affordable Care Act and President
Obama’s crumbling support suggests another wave might
be building.»	

«Voter dislike of ObamaCare cost Democrats the House in
2010. It could cost them the Senate in 2014.»
Is another Republican wave building?	

WASHINGTON POST, Reid Wilson, November 27th 2013

Conclusion

Conclusion
➡ Important change in the history of the Senate.	

➡ Democrats supermajority for cloture motions doesn’t
really stop Republicans from blocking nominations.	


➡ The filibuster reform created a precedent. 	

➡ BOTH parties suffer from bad reputations:	

«Democrats will say the Republican Party is in even worse shape
than they are, and they have a point: [...] just 32 % of voters said
they had a favorable impression of the GOP, compared with 46%
who had a favorable impression of the Democratic Party.»
Is another Republican wave building?	

WASHINGTON POST, Reid Wilson, November 27th 2013

Conclusion
«President Obama presumably will now get his people on
the DC Circuit. Meanwhile nuclear winter descends on the
United States Senate.»
Barack Obama gets his judges. But at what cost?	

THE INDEPENDENT, Rupert Cornwell, November 24th 2013

«I’m totally confused by the filibuster. Should I feel bad?	

Perk up -- you’ve got plenty of company. A 2010 Pew
Research poll found that only 26 percent of Americans
knew the number of votes needed to break a filibuster.»
This is what happened in the Senate Thursday, and what it means for the future.
WASHINGTON POST, Ed O’Keefe, November 21st 2013

My Sources

This is what happened in the Senate
Thursday, and what it means for the
future
A brief history of the Senate filibuster
fight
Reid, Democrats trigger ‘nuclear’
option; eliminate most filibusters on
nominees
Abortion Cases in Court Helped Tilt
Democrats Against the Filibuster
William McKenzie: Stop the politics of
loathing
Democrats trigger ‘nuclear option’ to
eliminate many filibusters
White House changes tune on judge
standoﬀ, backs Senate Dems’ filibuster
move
The danger of the Senate's filibuster
vote

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2013/11/21/this-iswhat-happened-in-the-senate-thursday-and-what-it-means-for-thefuture/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2013/11/21/a-briefhistory-of-the-senate-filibuster-fight/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/senate-poised-to-limitfilibusters-in-party-line-vote-that-would-alter-centuries-of-precedent/
2013/11/21/d065cfe8-52b6-11e3-9fe0-fd2ca728e67c_story.html?
hpid=z1
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/30/us/politics/abortion-cases-incourt-helped-tilt-democrats-against-the-filibuster.html?src=recg
http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/columnists/william-mckenzie/
20131125-william-mckenzie-stop-the-politics-of-loathing.ece
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/nov/21/democratsprepare-go-nuclear-eliminate-filibusters/

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/nov/21/white-housechanges-tune-judge-standoff-senate/?page=all

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-senategoes-nuclear-edit-20131122,0,6774345.story

Is another Republican wave building?

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/11/27/isanother-republican-wave-building/

Despite Filibuster Limits, a Door
Remains Open to Block Judge
Nominees

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/29/us/politics/despite-filibusterlimits-a-door-remains-open-to-block-judge-nominees.html?
pagewanted=1&_r=0&hp

Harry Reid's 'nuclear option' may clear
way for action on legislative filibuster

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/21/harry-reid-nuclearoption-senate-legislative-filibuster

Barack Obama gets his judges. But at
what cost?

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/barack-obama-getshis-judges-but-at-what-cost-8959607.html

My Sources
Additional websites:
http://congressbase.com	

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/election-map-2012/senate/	

http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Filibuster_Cloture.htm	

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/11/21/us/politics/senate-filibusters.html?ref=politics	


!

• Senator Harry Reid’s speech:	

«Filibuster Reform Clearly Explained by Senate Leader Harry Reid»	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=872eb1dKbco	

!

• Senator Mitch McConnell’s speech:	

«Senate Dems Want to Change the Subject from Obamacare to Nuclear Option»	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovN0BoJsHgk	

!

• President Barack Obama’s speech:	

«Obama: Filibuster change will help 'the gears of government' work»	

http://www.washingtonpost.com/posttv/politics/obama-filibuster-change-will-help-the-gears-ofgovernment-work/2013/11/21/811f2152-52e1-11e3-a7f0-b790929232e1_video.html	


!

